
P R E S E N T S  OUR 44TH ANNUAL SEMINAR

Die Frau ohne Schatten
DECEMBER 8,  2024	 12 PM-4:00 PM

A scene from Richard Strauss’s “Die Frau ohne Schatten.”
Photo: Ken Howard/Metropolitan Opera 

A half-day exploration of  Richard Strauss’s most richly 
scored and opulently exotic work, with a highly symbolic and 
intellectual libretto by Hugo von Hofmannsthal;  
a mixture of  fairy-tale, magic, and Freudian psychology.

“He has not loosened 
the knot of your heart,  
no unborn babe stirs  
in your womb,  
you cast no shadow.

He must pay the price!”



P RO G R A M

12:00 noon Welcome by Chairman John Ryan and 
Moderator David Shengold

12:05 – 12:55 pm “Die Frau ohne Schatten, World War One, 
and the Departure of  Emperors and 
Empresses” – Prof. Larry Wolff 

12:55 – 1:15 pm Break

1:15 – 2:00 pm “Shadowless Women: A Psychoanalytic 
Perspective” – Dr. Anna Balas

2:00 – 2:15 pm Break

2:15 – 3:00 pm Met Cast Roundtable
Jessica Faselt (Voice of  Falcon)
Elza van den Heever (Empress)
Lise Lindström (Dyer’s Wife)
Michael Volle (Barak)

3:00 – 3:15 pm Break

3:15 – 4:00 pm “Die Frau ohne Schatten and the Problem of  
Marriage” – Prof. Bryan Gilliam

4:00 pm Adjourn

ABOUT THE SOCIETY

The Richard Wagner Society of  New York, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit membership organization dedicated to 
furthering the appreciation and performance of  the works of  Richard Wagner.  Our motto is “to learn, to teach, to 
share.” Our activities include recitals, seminars, films, lectures, interviews, receptions, publications, and assistance to 
the Bayreuth Festival and promising Wagnerian artists through awards and grants. We present monthly programs and 
special events such as the widely known annual seminar. Of  great importance, and exclusively for members, is the 
opportunity to obtain tickets for the Bayreuth Festival.

Our members—local, national, and international—have supported our many endeavors since our founding in 1977. 
Please see our website www.WagnerSocietyNY.org for full details and to join us.



S P E A K E R  B I O G R A P H I E S

ANNA BALAS MD is a 
psychiatrist and psychoanalyst 
for adults and children in 
private practice on the UES in 
Manhattan. She is a training 
and supervising analyst at 
the New York Psychoanalytic 
Society and Institute, the 
oldest in the US. She teaches 
on Normal and Pathological 

Narcissism and on Psychic Trauma. Dr. Balas is also 
Associate Professor at the Payne Whitney Division of  
the Weill Cornell Medical Center. She has an interest in 
transcultural factors and creativity. She is the author of  
a chapter entitled “Yearning for Intimacy: Bela Bartok’s 
Duke Bluebeard’s Castle” in a volume entitled Opera on 
the Couch: Music, Emotional Life and Unconscious Aspects of  
the Mind, editors S. Goldberg and L. Rather (Routledge, 
2022).

BRYAN GILLIAM PH.D.  
is Professor Emeritus at Duke 
University (Department of  
Music and German). He 
has published five books on 
Richard Strauss, most recently 
Rounding Wagner’s Mountain: 
Richard Strauss and Modern German 
Opera (Cambridge University 

Press). He is writing a sixth one on Salome for Oxford 
Keynotes. Beyond scholarly venues, he has given lectures 
at various national and international festivals such as 
Bayreuth, Salzburg, and Mostly Mozart, among others; 
as well as opera and concert venues: Lincoln Center 
Great Performances, New York Philharmonic, American 
Symphony Orchestra, Philadelphia Orchestra, Santa Fe 
Opera, and the San Francisco Opera. Besides Strauss, he 
has published on Anton Bruckner, Kurt Weill, and Erich 
Wolfgang Korngold.

DAVID SHENGOLD is a 
critic and lecturer and resides 
in New York City. He regularly 
writes for Opera (with Opera 
News) as well as Opéra Magazine, 
Opernwelt and other publications. 
He has done program essays 
for companies including the 
Metropolitan Opera, Lyric 
Opera of  Chicago, Washington 

National Opera, Royal Opera House Covent Garden, 
and the Wexford and Glyndebourne festivals. 

LARRY WOLFF PH.D. 
is Julius Silver Professor of  
History at New York University.  
At NYU he has previously 
served as Executive Director of  
the Remarque Institute and as 
Co-Director of  NYU Florence 
at Villa La Pietra.  His most 
recent book (a book about Die 
Frau ohne Schatten) is The Shadow 

of  the Empress: Fairy-Tale Opera and the End of  the Habsburg 
Monarchy (2023).  His books also include The Singing Turk: 
Ottoman Power and Operatic Emotions on the European Stage 
from the Siege of  Vienna to the Age of  Napoleon (2016), The Idea 
of  Galicia: History and Fantasy in Habsburg Political Culture 
(2010), and Inventing Eastern Europe:  The Map of  Civilization 
on the Mind of  the Enlightenment (1994).  He writes frequently 
about opera, publishing essays and reviews in the Times 
Literary Supplement, the New York Review of  Books, the New 
York Times, the New Yorker, the Los Angeles Review of  Books, 
and the Hudson Review.  He is a member of  the American 
Academy of  Arts and Sciences.



S P E C I A L  C O N T R I B U T O R S
(As of  November 17, 2024)

The Richard Wagner 
Society of  New York 
extends special thanks to 
these members, whose 
generous contributions 
support our programming, 
our artists’ grants, our 
publications, and our 
mission as a whole. 

SUSTAINERS’ CIRCLE
($5,000+)

Mark Luis Villamar & Esther Milsted

VISIONARY
($2,500 – $4,999)

One anonymous donor

RING LEADER
($1,000 – $2,499)

Page Ashley & Robert Bruce Tipton
Claudia Deutschmann
Elizabeth Eveillard
Michael Katz
Robert J. Krackeler
Betty Kranzdorf
Gary Mezzatesta
Rev. Boniface Ramsey
Dennis Schall

BENEFACTOR
($500 – $999)

Merl & Rita Baker
Donald R. Crawshaw & Matthew  
  Hoffman
Andrew L. Gangolf
Frederic Harwood & Nedda  
  Di Montezemolo
Lawrence Kern & William Wong
Fernand Lamesch & Mary Pisacane
Dennis Schall
Jean Shropshire
Thomas & Diane Stanley
Henry & Jo Strouss 
Ursule Yates

SPONSOR
($375 – $499)

Timothy J. Butts & Susan Harrington
John Avery Collins
John Harris & Donald Press
Alfred & Sally Jones
George Leing
William McGinty & Bianca Orlando 
Saul D. Raw
Stephen Wagley
One anonymous donor

PATRON
($250 – $374)

Jim & Nancy Barton 
Richard Bayes
Peter M. Brady, Jr.
Patrick Cheng
Nellie Chi
Sally Cook

Chris Coy
Alberto Cribiore
Carol E. Domina
Joan M. Drelich
David T. Dunn
Michael & Marjorie Engber
Kitty & Yale Ferguson
Stefan & Elizabeth Ford
Bernard Gertler
Daniel C. Goldhagen
Atsuko Imamura
Jon D. Johnson
Alice Kenny
Irene King
Rodica Krauss
Andreas Kroker
Randal Leason
Charles Edward Lincoln, III
Kiyomi Lueck
John Mascio
Kathryn Miller
Jeffrey Oren & Craig Keyes
Partow Payandeh
Dolores Perin
James & Ellen Perin
Sheldon J. Reaven & Melissa Etlin
Suzanne Rohr
Kevin Salinger
Guillermo Schultz
Thomas P. Sculco
Robert M. Steiner & Faith  
  Pleasanton
Isolde Thalmann
Elizabeth Tunick
Richard E. Unger
Norman Velten
Marian M. Warden
Hannelore Wilfert & Karl Moschner
Frank J. Zaremba
One anonymous donor

WAGNER SOCIETY OF NEW YORK 
P.O. Box 230949, Ansonia Station, New York, NY 10023-0949 

Phone: 800-573-6148    Email: info@WagnerSocietyNY.org     


